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 APPLICATION MUST BE FILLED OUT COMPLETELY & LEGIBLY 

SECTION I – General Information 

Date __________________________   Estimated Total Cost of Project $_________________________ 
Address of construction ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Owner name_______________________________________________ Phone __________________ Email  ______________________________ 
Owner’s full address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contractor name____________________________________________ Phone __________________ Email _______________________________  
Contractor’s full address___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructions for Fence Permit:   
Please review the following list of items and the ordinance (see page 2) provided to comply with application requirements.  
Applications for fence permits are initially reviewed first by the Zoning Official, then reviewed by our department wherein the permit is decided 
on.  
• Complete the attached application and site plan. Incomplete applications for a fence permit will not be accepted.
• Max fence height allowed for residential is six (6) ft., commercial business is seven (7) ft., and for industrial is eight (8) ft. above the finished grade.
• No fence shall be constructed of barbed wire or razor wire, or electrified.
• Fence must be one foot in from property line or with permission from neighbors (provide letters) may be installed on property line.
• Cannot have two fences on same property line.  No back-to-back fences are permitted.
• No fence may be erected in front of the house building line.
• On corner lot, no fence shall be erected within twenty feet of public right of way to either corner. 
• Any fence or wall erected is required to have the smooth or finished surface facing the property line, and posts must be placed on the 

inside of the fence.
• No fence shall be erected which may cause danger to traffic on a street or public road by obscuring the view.
• All fences must be properly erected, supported, braced and maintained. A City of Lorain inspector must inspect the postholes before the 

work begins on construction of the fence. Post holes shall be 36" or greater.
• Fence shall not be erected in utility easement or drainage swale. If erected in swale or easement you will be required to remove fence at 

your own cost.
• HOA approval letter may be required with permit application.
• All fenced enclosure shall be provided with gates to permit entry of safety personnel. Gates shall not be less than three (3) ft. in width.

SECTION II – Description of Property and Project 

Type of property:  □Residential    □Commercial    □Inside lot    □Corner lot-list adjacent street names ___________________________________ 
Material of fence:  □ Wood    □Chain link    □Vinyl   □Aluminum             Height of fence? _________ _           Height of fence above ground?  __________ 
How far will fence be from the property line? __________            Is the fence a decorative fence in the front yard?  □Yes   □No 
Do neighbors have existing fence along property line where you intend to erect the fence?  □Yes   □No 
Does finished side of fence face adjoining neighbor? □Yes   □No         
Is the fence in the side yard? □Yes   □No     
Is the fence in the rear of the yard? □Yes   □No 
If enclosed, does the fence have at least one gate or opening three (3) ft. in width to permit emergency access to the property?□Yes   □No 
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City of Lorain 

Fence Permit Application 

Valuation $ _______________    Payment date: 
Plan review fee____________     _______________ 
Permit Fee _______________      □Cash  □CCard  
1% State Fee  __       □Check#________ 
3% State Fee  __        
Technology Fee ___$7.00__       Permit Number 
Zoning Fee _______________      202____-_________ 
Other Fee ________________      Date Permit issued 
Total Fees $______________       ________________ 

mailto:bhp@cityoflorain.org
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CITY OF LORAIN ORDINANCE 

1141.08   FENCES AND WALLS. 
(a) The erection of a fence shall require a fence permit. The application for a fence permit shall be accompanied by a plot

plan and payment of a fee in accordance with the schedule of fees established by the City Council. 
(b) Fences shall include all the following: walls, hedges, prefabricated fences, wood fences, picket fences, wire fences, grape

stake fences, and any ornamental decoration used to enclose an area of property to prevent trespass or for aesthetics. 
(c) Fences shall be permitted to be erected along any property line, with the decorative side displayed to the adjoining

property, provided that the adjoining property owner consents to the erection of the fence along the joint property line. Should 
there be an existing fence along such property line, another fence along the same property line shall be prohibited; provided, 
a fence may be erected if the distance between the two (2) fences is sufficient to allow the maintenance of both fences and the 
area between them. The owner of a fence shall be responsible for the maintenance of the fence; keeping it free from weeds and 
rubbish; in a good state of repair; painted, upright and sturdy; free from broken boards and rust. Should the neighboring 
property owner object to the installation of the fence upon the property line, a minimum distance of one (1) foot shall be 
maintained between the lots, whether on the side yard or rear yard. No fence shall be erected within two (2) feet of any street or 
alley right-of-way line and any fence in the front yard shall conform to the requirements of Section 1141.09 for clear vision 
corners. 

(d) A fence not less than six (6) feet above grade shall be constructed around the rear yard of any property upon which an in
ground or above ground pool is located. The fence may be constructed or installed to enclose all or such lesser portion of the 
rear yard as the property owner desires, however such fence, at a minimum, must enclose the entire pool and may not be in 
violation of any restrictions related to the permissible location of fences along lot lines. Pools shall only be located in rear yards. 
Above ground pools may use attachable pool fencing to a minimum height of six (6) feet above grade with a tilt up lockable 
ladder. 

(e) The height of all fences shall be measured from the natural grade to the highest point of the fence. Fences shall follow the
contour of the ground as far as possible. At his/her sole discretion, the zoning administrator may allow minor deviation from the 
height regulations to account for variations in the topography of the lot and/or the use of pre-fabricated fence components. 

(f) Fences erected in Residential Districts shall not exceed a height of six (6) feet. No fence that encloses a rear yard or side
yard shall be erected closer to the front lot line than the front building line of the principal building. Fences erected in 
Commercial or Business Districts shall not exceed a height of seven (7) feet. Such fence shall enclose only the rear and side 
yard areas and shall not be permitted to pass the front building line. Fences erected in an Industrial District shall not exceed 
eight (8) feet in height, except that if the lot being fenced abuts a Commercial or Business District, the maximum permitted 
height shall be seven (7) feet, and if the lot being fenced abuts a Residential District the maximum permitted height shall be six 
(6) feet. No fence taller than three (3) feet high shall be erected in the front yard within any zoning district.

(g) On corner lots, no fence shall be erected within twenty (20) feet of the public right-of-way to either corner;
provided, fences adjacent to parking lots may be erected within ten (10) feet of a public right-of-way. 

(h) No fence, hedge, bushes or ornamental decoration shall be permitted to impair the vision of traffic or pedestrians in the
use of the public right-of-way. 

(i) No fence shall be constructed of barbed wire or razor wire, or be in any way electrified, or be topped with broken glass,
spikes, or other sharp-edged materials. In Industrial Districts only, a fence may be topped with barbed wire provided that it is 
installed at an angle of forty-five (45) degrees to the inside of the fenced area, and away from any adjoining property, sidewalk, 
or right-of-way. The height of the topmost strand of wire shall not exceed eight (8) feet and the minimum height of the lower 
most strand of wire shall not be lower than seven (7) feet. 

(j) All solid fences shall provide for the proper drainage of water and outlets shall be placed at the bottom of the fence to
eliminate possible accumulation of water or other adverse effects. 

(k) All fenced enclosures shall be provided with gates to permit the entry of safety personnel. Gates shall not be less than
three (3) feet in width. No gate shall swing over a public right-of-way. (Ord. 4-21. Passed 1-4-21.) 

1141.09   CLEAR VISION CORNER. 
   In all zoning districts, except the B-3, Downtown District, signs, fences, walls, structures, benches, shrubbery or other 
potential obstructions to vision, shall not be permitted to exceed a height of three (3) feet within a triangular area formed by the 
intersection of the street right-of-way lines and a line connecting two (2) points located on those intersecting right-of-way lines 
twenty-five (25) feet from the point where the right-of-way lines intersect; provided, utility poles, street lights and street signs 
shall be exempt from this requirement. 
(Ord. 4-21. Passed 1-4-21.) 
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Property Line 

Property Line 

The applicant is responsible for damages in areas that have underground electrical service. 

Contractor is required to schedule a post hole  inspection before any concealment.  

This application is submitted for a permit to erect, add to, alter or repair a structure as specified in this application and any 
accompanying drawings.  Acceptance of the permit shall constitute an agreement on the part of the applicant or his/her agents to comply 
with the Building and Zoning Codes of the City of Lorain, or other orders, requirements or specifications slated in the permit.  In signing 
this application, the contractor or owner’s agent certifies that the work is authorized by the owner on record and that the installation 
will comply with the regulations of the City of Lorain Building Codes and State Codes.     

Applicant is: □Owner   □Contractor   □Owner’s Agent     

Applicant signature________________________________________________  Date ___________________ 

Building Official __________________________________________________ Date ____________________   

Zoning Official ___________________________________________________ Date ____________________   
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ALL DATA MUST BE PROVIDED 
1. Draw property lines & indicate lot size.
2. If lot is shaped differently than drawing,

please draw lot correctly.
3. Show location of existing buildings.
4. Show location of existing fencing.
5. Show location of proposed fence

(include height, length, materials,
distance from property lines).

6. If enclosed, show gate location and
width.

7. Show location of easement, if any, and
attach plot plan if available.

8. Engineering approval is required for all
easement installations.

9. All information must be supplied or
plans will not be reviewed.

10. Call 24 hours in advance for post hole
and final inspections.

11. Caution should be used when installing
a fence. A property survey is
recommended.
Do not use highlighter on drawing.

mailto:bhp@cityoflorain.org

	Valuation: 
	ew fee: 
	Payment date: 
	t Fee: 
	Cash: Off
	undefined: Off
	CCard: Off
	Check: 
	Zoning Fee: 
	undefined_2: 
	Other Fee: 
	Date Perm: 
	Fees: 
	Date: 
	mated Total Cost of Project: 
	on: 
	Owner name: 
	Phone: 
	l: 
	address: 
	Contractor name: 
	Phone_2: 
	l_2: 
	address_2: 
	Res: Off
	Commerc: Off
	Ins: Off
	Corner: Off
	otlist adjacent street names: 
	Wood: Off
	Chain: Off
	V: Off
	ght of fence: 
	ght of fence above ground: 
	ne: 
	ve fence in the front yard: Off
	ne where you intend to erect the fence: Off
	ghbor: Off
	de yard: Off
	n the rear of the yard: Off
	t emergency access to the rear of the property: Off
	13: 
	23: 
	undefined_3: 
	undefined_4: 
	undefined_5: 
	undefined_6: 
	Property Line: 
	undefined_7: 
	undefined_8: 
	undefined_9: 
	undefined_10: 
	undefined_11: 
	undefined_12: 
	undefined_13: 
	undefined_14: 
	undefined_15: 
	undefined_16: 
	undefined_17: 
	undefined_18: 
	undefined_19: 
	undefined_20: 
	undefined_21: 
	undefined_22: 
	undefined_23: 
	undefined_24: 
	undefined_25: 
	undefined_26: 
	undefined_27: 
	undefined_28: 
	undefined_29: 
	undefined_30: 
	undefined_31: 
	undefined_32: 
	undefined_33: 
	undefined_34: 
	undefined_35: 
	undefined_36: 
	undefined_37: 
	undefined_38: 
	undefined_39: 
	undefined_40: 
	undefined_41: 
	undefined_42: 
	undefined_43: 
	undefined_44: 
	undefined_45: 
	undefined_46: 
	undefined_47: 
	undefined_48: 
	undefined_49: 
	undefined_50: 
	undefined_51: 
	undefined_52: 
	undefined_53: 
	undefined_54: 
	undefined_55: 
	undefined_56: 
	undefined_57: 
	undefined_58: 
	undefined_59: 
	undefined_60: 
	undefined_61: 
	undefined_62: 
	undefined_63: 
	undefined_64: 
	undefined_65: 
	undefined_66: 
	undefined_67: 
	undefined_68: 
	undefined_69: 
	undefined_70: 
	undefined_71: 
	undefined_72: 
	undefined_73: 
	undefined_74: 
	undefined_75: 
	undefined_76: 
	undefined_77: 
	undefined_78: 
	undefined_79: 
	undefined_80: 
	undefined_81: 
	undefined_82: 
	undefined_83: 
	undefined_84: 
	undefined_85: 
	undefined_86: 
	undefined_87: 
	undefined_88: 
	undefined_89: 
	undefined_90: 
	undefined_91: 
	undefined_92: 
	undefined_93: 
	undefined_94: 
	undefined_95: 
	undefined_96: 
	undefined_97: 
	undefined_98: 
	undefined_99: 
	undefined_100: 
	undefined_101: 
	undefined_102: 
	undefined_103: 
	undefined_104: 
	undefined_105: 
	undefined_106: 
	undefined_107: 
	undefined_108: 
	undefined_109: 
	undefined_110: 
	undefined_111: 
	undefined_112: 
	undefined_113: 
	undefined_114: 
	undefined_115: 
	undefined_116: 
	undefined_117: 
	undefined_118: 
	undefined_119: 
	undefined_120: 
	undefined_121: 
	undefined_122: 
	undefined_123: 
	undefined_124: 
	undefined_125: 
	undefined_126: 
	undefined_127: 
	undefined_128: 
	undefined_129: 
	undefined_130: 
	undefined_131: 
	undefined_132: 
	undefined_133: 
	undefined_134: 
	undefined_135: 
	undefined_136: 
	undefined_137: 
	undefined_138: 
	undefined_139: 
	undefined_140: 
	undefined_141: 
	undefined_142: 
	undefined_143: 
	undefined_144: 
	undefined_145: 
	undefined_146: 
	undefined_147: 
	undefined_148: 
	undefined_149: 
	undefined_150: 
	undefined_151: 
	undefined_152: 
	undefined_153: 
	undefined_154: 
	undefined_155: 
	undefined_156: 
	undefined_157: 
	undefined_158: 
	undefined_159: 
	undefined_160: 
	undefined_161: 
	undefined_162: 
	undefined_163: 
	undefined_164: 
	undefined_165: 
	undefined_166: 
	undefined_167: 
	undefined_168: 
	undefined_169: 
	undefined_170: 
	undefined_171: 
	undefined_172: 
	undefined_173: 
	undefined_174: 
	undefined_175: 
	undefined_176: 
	undefined_177: 
	undefined_178: 
	undefined_179: 
	undefined_180: 
	undefined_181: 
	undefined_182: 
	undefined_183: 
	undefined_184: 
	undefined_185: 
	undefined_186: 
	undefined_187: 
	undefined_188: 
	undefined_189: 
	undefined_190: 
	undefined_191: 
	undefined_192: 
	undefined_193: 
	undefined_194: 
	undefined_195: 
	undefined_196: 
	undefined_197: 
	undefined_198: 
	undefined_199: 
	undefined_200: 
	undefined_201: 
	undefined_202: 
	undefined_203: 
	undefined_204: 
	undefined_205: 
	undefined_206: 
	undefined_207: 
	undefined_208: 
	undefined_209: 
	undefined_210: 
	undefined_211: 
	undefined_212: 
	undefined_213: 
	undefined_214: 
	undefined_215: 
	undefined_216: 
	undefined_217: 
	undefined_218: 
	undefined_219: 
	undefined_220: 
	undefined_221: 
	undefined_222: 
	undefined_223: 
	undefined_224: 
	undefined_225: 
	undefined_226: 
	undefined_227: 
	undefined_228: 
	undefined_229: 
	undefined_230: 
	undefined_231: 
	undefined_232: 
	undefined_233: 
	undefined_234: 
	undefined_235: 
	undefined_236: 
	undefined_237: 
	undefined_238: 
	undefined_239: 
	undefined_240: 
	undefined_241: 
	undefined_242: 
	undefined_243: 
	undefined_244: 
	undefined_245: 
	undefined_246: 
	undefined_247: 
	undefined_248: 
	undefined_249: 
	undefined_250: 
	undefined_251: 
	undefined_252: 
	undefined_253: 
	undefined_254: 
	undefined_255: 
	undefined_256: 
	undefined_257: 
	undefined_258: 
	undefined_259: 
	undefined_260: 
	undefined_261: 
	undefined_262: 
	undefined_263: 
	undefined_264: 
	undefined_265: 
	undefined_266: 
	undefined_267: 
	undefined_268: 
	undefined_269: 
	undefined_270: 
	undefined_271: 
	undefined_272: 
	undefined_273: 
	Property Line_2: 
	undefined_274: 
	undefined_275: 
	Owner: Off
	Contractor: Off
	Owner_2: Off
	gnature: 
	Date_2: 
	Building Official: 
	Date_3: 
	al: 
	Date_4: 
	Check Box1: Off
	Text2: Revised 6/9/25
	Text3: Revised 6/9/25
	Text4: Revised 6/9/25


