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FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE 

The City of Lorain enacted its Fair Housing Ordinance in 1977. The ordinance was most recently 

amended in 2013, in order to become equivalent to the Federal Fair Housing Act. Currently, the City of 

Lorain Fair Housing Ordinance 47-13 – Chapter 136 offers broader protection than the State and the 

Federal Fair Housing Act, by including additional protected classes. The current Ordinance prohibits 

discrimination in the sale or rental of housing, brokerage services or financing, based on individuals race, 

sex, color, religion, national origin, disability, and familial status, in addition to marital status, ethnic 

group, ancestry, sex orientation, age, and Vietnam-era disability or disabled veteran status.  

The City of Lorain Fair Housing Ordinance offers protection for more protected classes than any other 

municipality in Lorain County and has included protected classes in addition to the State and Federal 

Guidelines. 
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*Data provided by the Fair Housing Center for Rights and Research 

  



Fair Housing Report 2021 

 

Page 2  

 

FAIR HOUSING BOARD 

Chairperson 

Martin Leibas 

Vice-Chairperson 

Rhoda  Lee 

Secretary 

Sylvia  DuVall 

Dennis Johnson 

Yvonne Johnson 

Jean Wrice 

Teresa Yuzon 

The City of Lorain Fair Housing Board met eight times in 2021, a particularly noteworthy achievement 

given the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic and its high level of community spread in the beginning of the 

year.  Unfortunately, all Fair Housing Board members were not able to access technology in a productive 

way, and as such meetings using an online platform were not possible. 

The Fair Housing Board worked to understand Fair Housing laws, assist with affordable housing projects in 

Lorain, advocate for equitable housing, and provide guidance to city officials on how to further affirm 

fair housing.  The City of Lorain impediments to Fair Housing document, along with the City of Lorain 

Housing Study was discussed at length, with specific actionable items put into place.   

The City’s Fair Housing Ordinance established a Fair Housing Board. The Fair Housing Board is composed 

of volunteers, appointed by the Mayor. The Fair Housing Board has the responsibility to administer the 

provisions of the City’s Fair Housing Ordinance and to adjudicate complaints alleging violations under the 

Ordinance. Previously, the Fair Housing Board subcontracted other agencies in order to provide fair 

housing services. Subcontracted agencies conducted various Fair Housing activities but those agencies 

lacked the capacity to process Fair Housing Complaints directly under the City’s Ordinance. For this 

reason, the City of Lorain and Fair Housing Board has designated the Neighborhood Development 

Specialist in the Building, Housing & Planning Department as the Fair Housing Administrator. The 

appointed Fair Housing Administrator is responsible for receiving and processing complaints on behalf of 

the Fair Housing Board. Additionally, the Fair Housing Administrator, among other duties, conducts 

community outreach events and educational activities. 

 

 

 



Fair Housing Report 2021 

 

Page 3 

 

PROCEDURE AND COMPLAINT FORM  

The Fair Housing Administrator is able to screen potential complaints from residents, conduct an 

investigation, initiate conciliation, assist if a hearing is necessary, and refer for further enforcement via 

litigation if necessary. The Complaint form was created with the intention of obtaining all necessary and 

pertinent information that would help in an investigation. 

This form is available on the City’s Website and hard copies are available in the Building, Housing & 

Planning Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to have bilingual form due to the City’s current population. Although the City’s population 

as a whole has declined since the 1970’s, the Hispanic population has steadily increased since that time. 
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COMPLAINTS 

Many calls are received from residents who are seeking answers and solutions to their landlord/tenant 

concerns, fair housing issues, and general housing issues. Landlord/tenant issue calls are usually refer to 

entities that deal with those issues, such as Legal Aid among others. On occasion, guidance and moderate 

mediation has been offered regarding these issues. If the call is in reference to a fair housing issue, 

further investigation is immediately initiated.  

The City of Lorain received one Fair Housing Complaint during 2021. The basis of the complaint was 

determined to not rise to the level of a Fair Housing issue under current laws and regulations by the City 

of Lorain Law Department.  

 

AFFIRMATIVELY FURTHERING FAIR HOUSING         
During 2021 many steps were taken to provide guidance and administer policies that are helping to 

ensure that every resident of the City of Lorain has an equal and fair access to housing opportunists. 

Additionally, as a recipient of federal funds, the City took various affirmative steps in order to overcome 

housing discrimination, address impediments to fair housing, and provide its residents with more 

knowledge regarding fair housing laws.  

 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS, OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT   

The Fair Housing Board had the opportunity to meet with local governmental and non-governmental 

organizations to discuss and find solutions to the lack of affordable housing in the City of Lorain.  

Guests included: 

Lorain County Public Transit CFO 

Director of Lorain Metropolitan Housing Authority 

The Center for Community Solutions to discuss the Lorain County Racial Disparities Study 

Meeting Dates: 

April 15, 2021 

May 20, 2021 

June 17, 2021 

August 19, 2021 

September 16, 2021 

October 28, 2021 

November 18, 2021 
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FAIR HOUSING BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 
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