CITYWIDE DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES (EXCLUDING THE DOWNTOWN
LORAIN PRESERVATION DISTRICT)

The design review guidelines cover all aspects of the exterior features of a project and include
an examination of the surrounding context to ensure that new development and modifications to
existing development achieve the objectives of Chapter 1185. The following guidelines are in
addition to the specific regulations and requirements set forth for each of the particular zoning
districts:

I General criteria applicable to all proposals requiring review.

(1)  The proposal shall enhance and improve the character of the community and be
appropriate and compatible with its surroundings in accordance with the intent, objectives
and development criteria of these guidelines. In assessing the characteristics of the
surrounding area, noncontributing features will not be considered factors in determining
compatibility.

(2)  The proposal should minimize changes to the natural grade, and the removal
and destruction of trees, landscaping and other natural features.

(3) Buildings shall be oriented in relation to proposed grading, natural features and
to existing structures on and adjacent to the site to maintain:

A.  Satisfactory proportions and scale;
B.  Reasonable light and air; and
C.  Privacy, as appropriate.
(4) Buildings, structures and landscaping should be designed and located on the

site and be of a scale to complement adjacent buildings and enhance the character of the
surrounding area by having features that are appropriate and compatible with existing
buildings and structures. In making this determination, the Design Review Board shall
consider:

A.  Building height, width and general proportions;

B.  Architectural features, including patterns of windows and doors, roof pitch,
cornice lines, balconies, porches, shutters, dormers, eaves and other decorative detail;

C.  General site characteristics which encourage well landscaped and
conveniently located parking areas, safe and comfortable pedestrian ways, and convenient
pedestrian movement among adjacent and nearby buildings and parking areas; and

D.  Color used which is not bright or brilliant.

(5)  Each individual building should express its function, and have an individual
character and identity created through functional variety in the overall design.




(6) When existing buildings are to be renovated, the distinguishing qualities or
character of a property that contribute to the overall character should not be
destroyed. Removal or alteration of distinctive architectural features should be avoided,
except for features that are determined to be noncontributing features.

(7Y  Unique and contemporary designs may be appropriate to the extent such design
does not clearly detract from any architectural unity of an ensemble or group of
architecturally significant buildings.

(8)  Landscaping shall be designed to:

A.  Maintain an adequate and appropriate proportion of deciduous and non-
deciduous trees.

B.  Beinsuch locations, scale and amounts to be integrated with the building
design. :
C.  Clearly designate entrances/exits.

D.  Reasonably screen paved areas from the street through the use of mounding,
the land's natural topography, and/or adequate vegetation.

(9)  Mechanical equipment, waste receptacles and other similar appurtenant or
accessory structures shall be located to minimize the impact on the building and the
community.

A.  Window air-conditioning unifs, condenser elements, antennas, other
mechanical equipment, and waste receptacles should not be located on the front of the
building.

B.  Mechanical equipment on the ground and waste receptacles must
be screened with a fence or plant material as approved by the Planning Commission, or
housed in a structure that is in harmony with the surroundings.

C.  Mechanical equipment attached to the side or roof of a building, including
heating vents, should be kept as low as possible and screened and be compatible with the
background.

X Supplemental criteria applicable to uses in all districts,
(1) . General site design:

A.  Parking areas, drives and approaches shall be of appropriate size and scale in
relation to the appearance of the proposed development from public rights-of-way, adjacent
property and the internal portion of the site itself. Such appropriate scale shall be achieved
by the width of approaches and drives, by having adequate but not excessive parking, and
by using landscaping within large parking areas.

B.  Accessory loading areas should be located in unobtrusive areas and be
screened or blocked from public view.

C.  Signs should be designed to reflect the scale of the building, site and
surrounding characteristics. Buildings shall be designed for the appropriate placement of
signage in a manner which compliments the building.

D.  Exterior security and ornamental lighting, when used, shall enhance the
building design and the adjoining landscape. Lighting standards and fixtures shall be of a
design and size compatible with the building and adjacent areas. Lighting shall be designed
so as not to shine directly onto adjoining properties and not be excessive.
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E.  Entryways should be designed to enhance the ability of the general public to

find their way into and around buildings and open spaces.
(2) Scale:

A.  Variations in the height of structures are encouraged in order to impact some
variety to the skyline of the area and to add some distinction to the streetscape.

B.  All observable sides of new construction should achieve architectural
interest and excellence.

(3) Materials:
A.  New construction shall be guided by the existing work to which it is
“attached or is associated, and should not be in stark contrast to the materials used on
adjacent structures.

B.  The texture, color, and placement pattern of materials shall be appropriate
for the size and scale of the proposed structures and be compatible with the character of the
area.

C.  InIndustrial Districts, full size masonry units of split face and scored block
are permitted with integral earth tone, white or gray colors. Metal panels and standing seam
roofs are permitted. HVAC units shall be screened from the street with architectural screens
or parapet walls. Mansard roofs and asphalt or fiberglass shingled roofs are not appropriate
in Industrial Districts and are not permitted.

I Supplemental criteria applicable to uses in all districts except Industrial
Districts,
(1)  Site features:

A.  Park benches, ornamental planters, pedestrian plazas, fountains, sculpture,
bicycle racks and brick pavers shall be encouraged when appropriate to create inviting,
people-oriented spaces.

“B.  Other devices may be considered appropriate in the interest of adding
attractive features to the District, such as a clock tower, a raised roof on an otherwise flat-
roofed structure, or a cupola or other design feature. :

C. Sidewalks connecting building entrances with parking areas and to the
public sidewalks shall be provided to permit and encourage pedestrian access to buildings.

(2)  Building style and scale:

A.  Buildings shall be designed with the following styles either a flat roof or
pitched gable or hip roof. A false gable or pitched roof may be used over a canopy, dormers
or bay windows or as a rooftop mechanical screen on a flat roof. Three story or higher
buildings shall generally be built with flat roofs. Flat roofed buildings shall have a parapet
wall or a false gable or partial pitched roofs to screen mechanical rooftop equipment. Gable
roofs shall generally not be higher from the eave to the peak than the height of the building
to the eaves. Mansard roofs are generally not permitted where roofing material is used to
cover a building wall.

B.  Architectural details and ormamentation shall be meaningful to the overall
design and appropriate for the size and scale of proposed structures; and harmonious with
other architectural detail and ornamentation.

C.  Inareas which have a predominate architectural style, including historic
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styles, such character should be a significant consideration in determining compatibility. In
such cases, compatibility is partially achieved by some repetition of basic elements such as
color, materials and common scale.

D. Building facades should have windows in order to insure a comfortable
visual dialogue between occupant and pedestrian. Large unwindowed spaces shall be
discouraged. .

E.  The proportion of wall surface to openings should be consistent with
adjacent structures.

F.  The use of awnings, mainly confined to the street level, in shopping areas is
encouraged. Awnings are to be designed and mounted so as not to cover significant
architectural detail,

(3) Materials and colors:

A,  Materials shall be used which contribute to the City's architectural character
and building quality. Examples of such contributing materials include:

1. Brick in colors of: red/rose, tan, brown, beige and white;

2. Masonry units in a split-face, flashed or smooth finish in reduced size of
4" x 12" or less with integral earth tone colors: red/rose, tan, brown, beige or white, in
Office Districts full size split-faced block may be permitted in the same colors as above;

3. In Residential Districts horizontal lap siding and trim in wood, viny! or
metal;

4.  Stone.

B.  Conversely, the following materials are not consistent with the City's
architectural characteristics or of lesser guality and would tend to hasten the creation of
nuisances and/or blight; therefore, they are considered inappropriate for use:

1. Muvoredheflective glass unless used as a small component of the
building, designed and located within the context of the architectural style and primarily
limited to office buildings;

2. Concrete block;

3. Stucco, EIFS (e.g., "dryvit") or large expanse of similar material except as
a minor architectural feature, belt course or minor design element;

4. Unfinished and industrial type materials such as full size concrete block,
EIFS, Metal siding or panels or painted block;

5. Bright or primary colors, multiple colors (more than three) on the exterior
finish and/or awnings which are in stark contrast to other structures in the surrounding area
and/or the design of the proposed structure,

C.  Authentic materials are preferred; however, modern products that simulate
such as stone effectively may be considered.

D.  Roofing material on sloped and visible roofs shall be as follows:

1. Asphalt, fiberglass or slate shingles in colors of: gray, black and brown;

2. Standing seam metal roofs limited to natural copper or copper patina, dark
green or dark brown,;

3. Clay tile, exposed roll roofing, or light colored or bright colored roofs are
not permitted.
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CHAPTER 1191

Signs
1191.01  Purpose.
1191.02 Governmental signs excluded.
1191.03  Nonconferming signs.
1191.04 Measurement of sign area and face area.
1191.05  Sign setback requirements.
1191.06  Sign height limitations.
1191.07  General requirements.
1191.08 Construction and safety.

1191.09  Signs permitted in all districts not requiring permit.
1191.091 Campaign yard signs.
1191.19  Signs permitted in Residential Districts.
1191.11  Signs permitted in OS-1 Open Space (Golf) District not requiring permit.
1191.12  Signs permitted in Business and Industrial Districts requir mg permit.
1191.13  Applications, permits, fees, bond.
1191.14  Permit revocation, mspectmn, cause for removal.
1191.15  Appeals.
1191.99  Penalty.

1191.01 PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is fo promote and protect the public health, welfare and safety by
regulating existing and proposed outdoor signs of all types. It is intended to protect property
values, create a more atiractive economic and business climate, enhance and protect the physical
appearance of the community, and preserve the scenic and natural beauty of designated areas. It
18 further intended to reduce sign or advertising distractions and obstructions that may contribute
to traffic accidents, reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanging or projecting over
public right-of-ways, provide more open space, curb the deterioration of the natural
environment, and enhance community development.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.02 GOVERNMENTAL SIGNS EXCLUDED.

For the purpose of this chapter, "sign" does not include signs erected and maintained
pursuant to and in the discharge of any governmental function, or required by any law,
ordinance, or governmental regulation.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.03 NONCONFORMING SIGNS.

Where, at the time of adoption of this Zoning Ordinance, a lawful sign exists which would
not be permitted by the regulations imposed by this chapter, the sign may be continued so long
as it remains otherwise lawful, provided that:

(a)  No nonconforming sign may be enlarged or altered in a way which increases its
nonconformity, but a sign or portion thereof may be altered to decrease its nonconformity.




(b)  No nonconforming sign shall be replaced or reconstructed unless it conforms to
the regulations of this chapter, except that the message of a nonconforming sign which
contains a painted, papered, or changeable lettered face may be changed.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.04 MEASUREMENT OF SIGN AREA AND FACE AREA.

(a) Measurement of Sign Area. The surface area of a sign shall be computed as including
the entire area within a regular, geometric form or combinations of regular, geometric forms
comprising all of the display area of the sign and including all of the elements of the matter
displayed. Frames and structural members not being advertising matter shall not be included in
computation of surface area.

Where a sign consists of individual letters affixed to the wall of a structure, the surface area
of such sign shall be the sum of the surface areas of the rectangles formed by each individual
letter and shall not include the wall space between the individual letters.

(b)  Sign Face Area, Where a sign has two faces, the area of all the faces shall be included
in determining the area of the sign, except that where two such faces are placed back-to-back
and are at no more than thirty-six inches from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken as
the area of one face if the two faces are of equal area, or as the arca of the larger face if the two
faces are of unequal area.

Where a sign has more than two faces, the area of the sign shall be taken as the areas of all
the faces less the area of the smallest face, if the sign has three faces, or less the area of the two
smallest faces, if the sign has more than three faces.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.05 SIGN SETBACK REQUIREMENTS.

Except as provided in this chapter, no part of a sign shall be located closer than fifteen feet
from the established street right-of-way line except as follows;

(a) Buildings which are located at or within fifteen feet of the street right-of-way line
will be permitted to erect new or repair existing projecting or wall signs which extend into
the fifteen foot setback requirement or which extend over the public right-of-way, provided
said signs conform to all other provisions of this chapter. All other signs existing at the time
of enactment of this chapter which are located within the fifteen-foot setback requirement of
the street right-of-way line or extend over the public right-of-way shall be deemed fo be
nonconforming, _

{(b)  No part of any sign shall be located closer than one foot from an adjoining lot line
or no closer than ten feet from a Restdential District.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.06 SIGN HEIGHT LIMITATIONS,

Except as provided in this chapter, the height of a permanent sign shall conform to all
applicable height regulations for the zoning district in which it is located, but in no event shall
such sign exceed a total height of fifty feet.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)




© 119107 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
The regulations contained in this chapter shall apply to all signs. ;

(a)  Any illuminated sign or lighting device shall employ only emlttmg light of a
constant intensity and no sign shall be illuminated by or contain flashing, intermittent, or
moving light or lights, with the exception of a message center or with the exception of a
variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals and approved in Wntlng by the Traffic
Department,

(Ord. 4-97. Passed 1-21-97.)

(by  No sign or part thereof shell contain or consist of posters, ribbons, streamers,
spinners or other similar devices. Such devices shall not be used for the pu1pt)se of
advertising or attracting attention when not part of the sign.

(¢c)  All signs hung and erected shall be plainly marked with the name of the person,
firm or corporation hanging or erecting the sign.

(d)  No sign shall be placed in any public right-of-way except publicly owned signs
such as traffic control and directional signs.

() No building wall shall be used for display of advertising except that pertaining to
the use carried on within such building.

(f)  No sign shall display any obscene, indecent or immoral matter.

(g)  All signs and the premises surrounding them shall be maintained by the owner in
a clean, altractive and sanitary condition and be free and clear of all noxious substances,
rubbish and weeds. Failure to comply will be deemed cause for revocation of the permit.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.08 CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY.

(a)  All wirings, fittings, and materials used in the construction, connection and operation
of electrically illuminated signs shall be in accordance with the provisions of the City Electric
Code and approved by the City Electrician. All electrical signs shall contain an Underwriters
Laboratories (UL) or a City approval label.

(b)  The materials and structural components of a sign shall be in accordance with the City
Building Code and approved by the Building Inspector.

(c) Where feasible, signs shall be designed to eliminate exposed support cables.

(d)  Where applicable, signs shall be designed to withstand a wind pressure of thirty
pounds per square foot,

(¢) No sign shall be installed, directed or attached in any form, shape or manner to a fire
escape or any door or window giving access to any fire escape or be so located as to prevent free
access to any door or window.

(f) No sign shall be erected in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision of any
street or contain material which may interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic.

(2)  Anilluminated sign or lighting device shall not be placed or directed so as to permit




the beams and illumination therefrom to be directed or beamed upon a public street, highway,
sidewalk, or adjacent premises so as to cause glare or reflection that may constitute a traffic

hazard or nuisance.

(h)  All signs shall be required to be maintained in a safe manner. Failure to comply will be
deemed cause for removal of such sign.
(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

(i) Signs in which the projected area exposed fo wind consists of seventy percent (70%) or
more of the gross area as determined by the overall dimensions shall be classed as solid signs;
those in which the projected exposed area is derived from open letter, figures, strips and
structural framing members, the aggregate total area of which is less than seventy percent (70%)
of the gross area determined by the overall dimensions, shall be classed as open signs.

Signs, other than ground signs fifty feet or less in height, shall be designed and constructed to
withstand the horizontal pressures given in the following table applied to the net projected
exposed area of all parts of the sign, including structural framing, allowing for wind from any
direction:

Design Wind Pressuies for Signs Other Than Ground Signs
Fifty Feet or Less in Height, Wind Pressure (pounds per square foot)

Height from Solid signs  Open signs
ground to top of  (all types) (all types)

sign (ft.)
Less than 50 25 35
50 to 99 30 42
100 to 199 35 49
200 to 299 38 53
300 to 399 40 56
400 to 499 42 58
500 to 599 43 60
600 to 799 44 61
800 to 999 45 63
1000 to0 1199 46 65
1200 to 1399 48 67
1400 to 1599 49 68

1600 and over 50 70




(Ord. 70-86. Passed 5-5-86.)

1191.09 SIGNS PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS NOT REQUIRING PERMIT.
The following signs shall be permitted in all districts and will not require a permit, provided
said signs conform to all other provisions of this chapter.

(a)  Signs advertising the sale, lease or rental of the premises upon which the sign is
located, not exceeding twelve square feet in area, except that in all residential districts the
area of the sign shall not exceed six square feet.

(b)  Professional nameplates not exceeding two square feet in area.

(c)  Signs not exceeding two square feet in area and bearing only the names of the
occupants of the premises, property numbers, postbox numbers, or other identification of
the premises not having commercial connotation.

(d)  Bulletin boards not over thirty-six square feet in area for public, charitable or
religious institutions, when the same are located on the premises of such institutions.

(¢)  Temporary special announcement signs, not exceeding thirty-six square feet in
area, announcing special events sponsored by nonprofit organizations and erected for a
period not exceeding thirty days.

(f) Temporary signs not exceeding sixty-four square feet in area announcing the
erection or remodeling of a building and containing such information as the name of the
building, the architect, builders or contractors, may be erected for a period of sixty days plus
the construction period.

(g) One ground sign denoting the name of the subdivision and the name of the
developer or agent of the subdivision shall be permitted at the main entrance to the
subdivision, provided such sign does not exceed sixty-four square feet in ‘area nor twelve
feet in height.

(h)  Flags and insignias of any government, except where displayed in connection with
commercial promotion.

(i)  Signs denoting the name of the building and the name of the owner or agent of a
multi-family building or residential hotel of four to ten units shall be permitted but limited
to one flat wall sign that does not exceed twelve square feet in area; where multi-family
buildings over ten units are permitted, in addition to the above flat wall sign, a ground sxgn
that does not exceed thirty-six square feet in area nor eight feet in height.’

(j)  Signs directing and guiding traffic and parkmg on private property, but beaung no
more than the name of the establishment or business, directional arrow, traffic pattern
information; and not exceeding eight square feet in area.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

(k) DPolitical Signs. A political sign is prohibited on public property, public rights of
way, public utility property and ufility poles, and in all polling places. Political signs shall
be limited to 8.0 square feet in area.

(Ord, 39-10. Passed 3-1-10.)

1191.091 CAMPAIGN YARD SIGNS.

(a) Definition. For the purpose of this section, “campaign yard sign” or “campaign sign”
means a temporary lawn sign, advocating a position on a ballot or levy issue, or a candidate for
public office.




(b) Campaign signs are permitted in all districts and will not require a permit or fee for
their display.

(¢c) Campaign signs shall be limited in size to eight square feet on each side.

(d) Campaign signs shall not be placed on private property without the consent of the
owner, or person authorized to give consent. Campaign signs are prohibited on public property,
public utility property, public rights of way and within all polling places.

(e) Campaign signs shall not be placed so as to obstruct or impede the vision of motorists
or pedestrians on public rights of way or to impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(f) Campaign signs may not be erected more than thirty days prior to the election to which
they pertain, and must be removed within ten days after the election. The candidate for office, or
chairman of an issue committee, will be responsible for causing compliance with all applicable
provisions of this section.

(g) Failure to comply with this section shall be deemed a violation of the Code and shall
resuit in the City removing the offending sign.
(Ord. 39-10. Passed 3-1-10.)

1191.10 SIGNS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS.
No sign other than those listed and described in Section 1191.09 shall be permitted in any
Residential District. (Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.11 SIGNS PERMITTED IN OS-1 OPEN SPACE (GOLY) DISTRICT
NOT REQUIRING PERMIT.

Not more than one wall sign not exceeding twelve square feet in area and not more than one
ground sign not exceeding thirty-six square feet in area and set back a minimum of fifteen feet
from the street right-of-way line and twenty-five feet from any other property boundary line.
None of the above signs may be illuminated so as to be readily visible at a distance exceeding
fifty feet, nor have colored display or gas filled tube illumination.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.12 SIGNS PERMITTED IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL
DISTRICTS REQUIRING PERMIT.
(a) Ground Signs.

(1) Area limitations. Except as provided otherwise, a single business or a building
which contains one business may erect one ground sign having a maximum sign area of
100 square feet. A building which contains two businesses may erect one ground sign
having a maximum sign area of 200 square feet. There shall be only one ground sign for
each building containing more than two businesses having a maximum sign area of 300
square feet.




(b) Wall Signs.
(1)  Placement limitations. No wall sign shall cover wholly or partially any wall

opening, or project beyond the ends of the wall to which it is attached.

(2)  Arealimitations. Each business shall be permitted one flat wall sign per
building, except, if a building is located on a lot that fronts on more than one street, it shall
be permitted two flat wall signs per building. The area of each flat wall sign for each
business shall be computed for each wall according to the following table:

Length of Building Sign Area
Wall (feet) (square feet)
Under 15 60
151020 75
20 to 25 90
25 to 30 100
30 to 45 115
45 to 60 120
Over 60 2 sq. ft. per foot of
frontage to a
maximum
of 300 square feet.

{c) Roof Signs,
(1)  Area limitations. No roof signs shall have an area exceeding 300 square feet.

(2)  Height limitations. The height of a roof sign shall conform to all applicable
height regulations for the zoning district in which they are located, but in no event shall
such structure exceed a total height of twenty-five feet above the roof level.

(3)  Setback from roof edge. No roof sign shall be erected or maintained with the
face nearer than five feet to the outside wall towards which the sign faces.

(4)  Prohibited obstructions. No roof sign shall be placed on any roof in such a
manner as fo prevent free passage from one part of such roof to any other part thereof or

interfere with any opening in such roof.

(d) Projecting Signs.
(1)  Area limitations. Each business shall be permitted one projecting sign per

building not exceeding seventy-five square feet, except, if a building is located on a lot that
fronts on more than one street, it shall be permitted two projecting signs, ‘each of which
shall not exceed seventy-five square feet in area.

(2)  Placement limitations. Projecting signs shall be placed a minimum of ten feet
above a sidewalk or walkway or a minimum of fifteen feet above a street, driveway, or alley
over which it is erected. Signs which legally project into a public street right-of-way shall
not extend nearer to the curb line, extended vertically, a distance of four feet.




(¢) Portable Signs.

(1)  Arca limitations. Fach business shall be permitted one portable sign not
exceeding sixty square feet in area.

(2)  Duration, A portable sign shall be permitted only on four separate occasions
not to exceed an aggregate total of sixty days in any twelve month period.

(3)  Electrification of a portable sign is prohibited.

(4)  The message of a portable sign is to be encased or protected so as to not permit
the rearrangement of letters by unauthorized persons.

{f)  Billboards.

{1}  Permitted districts, Billboards shall be permitted only in a B-2 Business
District and I-1 and 1-2 Industrial Districts. _

(2)  Arealimitations. No billboard shall contain more than two signs per facing,
nor shall either sign exceed 300 feet in area; provided, however, that if only one sign is
erected per facing, the maximum area shall not exceed 750 square feet.

(3) Height limitations. The height of a billboard shall conform to the height
regulations for the zoning district in which it is located, but in no event shall the billboard
exceed a total height of fifty feet. The height of a billboard shall be measured as the distance
above the street to which the billboard is oriented.

(4)  Setback limitations. Any portion of a billboard or a structure used to support a
billboard shall be:

A.  Set back from the street a minimum distance equal to the building line
setback for the zoning district in which the billboard is located; or
B. Equal to the established building line, whichever is lesser.

(5)  Side line limitations. No billboard shall be located closer than 150 feet from
the side Iot of a Residential District, except that a billboard may be located within fifty feet
of a Residential District if the front or the back of such a billboard is not visible therefrom.
No billboard shall be located closer than 150 feet from a park, playground, or public or
semi-public building if it would be visible from the entrance of such entrance of such public
park, playground, or public or semi-public building if the front or the back of such billboard
is not visible from the entrance thereof. '

(6)  Spacing limitations. No billboard may be erected closer than 300 feet in any
direction to another billboard located on either side of the street, unless the distance is
separated by a building which prevents the faces from being viewed at the same time.

(g)  Special District Signs.
(1)  B-2 Business Districis - service stations,

A.  Area Limitations. Service stations shall be permitted one double faced
identification ground sign and one identification sign affixed to the building for each street
frontage. The area of an identification ground sign shall not exceed sixty-five square feet,
the sphere of a spherical identification ground sign shall not exceed six feet in diameter, and
the area of each identification sign affixed to the building shall not exceed ninety-five
square feet. In addition, permanent signs not exceeding fifty square feet in aggregate area,
shall be permitted. The area limitations do not include product identification on equipment




and structures lawfully used for the display or disposal of product or service offered on the
premises, window signs or a sign designating the proper name of the station operator.
B. Illuminated Signs. Hluminated signs shall be so located that no bulb or fube
is visible from outside the premises.
C.  All other provisions of this chapter not in conflict with the provisions of this
chapter shall be applicable for the erection and control of all signs.
(Oxd. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.13 APPLICATIONS, PERMITS, FEES, BOND.

(@)  Permit Required. No sign shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally altered;
nor shall any sign be established or changed that does not conform with the provisions of this
chapter without a permit issued by the City Electrician unless he receives a written order from
the Zoning Board of Appeals that a variance has been granted.

(b)  Application. .

(1)  Application for sign permits shall be made upon forms provided by the City
Electrician.

(2)  Only applications for permits by City licensed sign contractors shall be
accepted.

(3)  Every application shall contain or have attached thereto the following
information:

A. Name, address and telephone number of the sigh coniractor.

B. A site plan showing the actual dimensions of the lot, location and size of any
existing or proposed structures thereon, the lot number, the zoning district of the lot and
adjacent lots, the location and names of abutting streets and alleys, the location of drives
and parking areas, the exact location of the sign, the setback dimension to the part of the
sign nearest the front and side property line, the height of the sign, and the clearance under
the sign, if applicable.

C. Inthe case of a billboard, the site plan shall also show the horizontal distance
to the nearest existing billboard within 350 feet, horizontal distance to the nearest
Residential district property line within 350 feet, and horizontal distance to the nearest park,
playground, public or semi-public building if the billboard is to be located within 150 feet of
said district or building, If any of the above does not exist within the stated distances, it
shall be so noted.

D. A drawing of the plans and specifications of the sign.

E. Any other information, which, in the judgement of the City Electrician, may
be necessary to provide for the enforcement of this chapter.

F. The property owner and the sign contractor or their authorized agents shall be
required to attest to the cotrectness of the statements and data furnished with the
application.

(4)  The site plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Building Department prior
to the issuance of a permit and, in the case of a billboard, the site plan shall also require the
review and approval of the Planning Commission for the purpose of assuring that the
proposed billboard will not:

A.  Obstruct light and air enjoyed by adjacent properties or buildings.




B.  Obstruct the lighting for public safety and security.

C.  Obstruct safe sight distance of vehicular traffic.

D.  Be a general nuisance because of location or height which would depreciate
the enjoyment and use of property in the immediate vicinity.

{c) Permits.

(I)  Permit issuance. If the proposed sign is in conformity with the provisions of
this chapter, the permit shall be issued within fifteen days after the application has been
made.

(2)  Expiration of permit. If the work described in any sign permit has not begun
within six months of the date of issuance thereof, the permit shall expire; it shall be revoked
by the City Electrician and written notice thereof shall be given to the persons affected.

(3)  Failure to obtain a permit. Failure to obtain a permit shall be a violation of this
chapter and is punishable under Section 1191.99,

(4)  Permit fees.

A.  Every applicant, before being granted a permit, shall pay to the City
Flectrician a permit fee for each sign or other advertising structure as established under
Section 1219.06.

B. Ifwork is started before a permit or license is acquired, application fees shall
be doubled in all cases.

(5)  Bond requirements. Every applicant for a permit referred to herein shall,
before permit is granted, file with the Electrical Department a continuing bond in the penal
sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000), executed by the applicant and a surety company to be
approved by the Electrical Department and conditioned for the faithful observance of the
provisions of this chapter and all amendments thereto, and of all laws and ordinances
relating to signs, and which shall indemnify and save harmless the City from any and all
damages, judgements, cost or expense which the City may incur or suffer by reason of the
granting of such permit,

Any person lawfully maintaining a sign regulated by this chapter at the time of the
enactment of this chapter shall, within sixty days after such enactment, comply with all of
the provisions set forth in this section. A liability insurance policy issued by an insurance
company authorized to do business in the State of Ohio, conforming to this section, may be
permitted in lieu of the bond. The policy must insure the applicant and the City against any
and all claims for personal injury or damage to property. The policy shall state that it shall
not be canceled without due written notice to the City.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

1191.14 PERMIT REVOCATION, INSPECTION, CAUSE FOR REMOVAL.

(@  Revocation of Permits. The City Electrician is authorized and empowered to revoke
any permit issued by him upon failure of the holder thereof to comply with any provisions of this
chapter. If the City Electrician finds a sign to be in violation of this chapter, the property owner
and the lessee, if applicable, shall be notified within seven calendar days as to the nature of the
violation. If the owner or lessee does not take corrective action within seven days, the City
Electrician shall revoke the permit, and shall find the owner or lessee in violation of this chapter
and punishable under Section 1191.99.




(b) Inspection. The City Electrician shall inspect each sign after it is erected to determine
if it is in conformance with the permit. The City Electrician shall also inspect at such times as
deemed necessary each sign regulated by this chapter for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
sign complies with the provisions of this chapter and whether it is in need of repair or removal.
A record of all such inspections shall be kept on file in the office of the City Electrician.

(¢) Cause for Removal.

(1)  Should any sign be or become unsafe or be in danger of falling, the City

Electrician shall immediately give written notice to the owner and the lessee, if applicable.

If the owner or lessee fails to remove or to make safe said sigr within seven days
after such notice, the City Electrician shall cause said sign to be removed at the expense of
the owner of the property on which it is located. The City Electrician may cause any sign
which is in an immediate peril fo persons or property to be removed summarily and without
notice. '

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)

(2)  Any sign now or hereafter existing which no longer advertises a bonafide
business conducted or a product sold for a period of six months shall be taken down and
removed by the owner, agent or persons having the beneficial use of the property, building
or structure on which such may be found within seven days after written notification from
the City Electrician. Upon failure to comply with such notice within the specified time
period, the City Electrician shall cause the removal of such sign and any pole the sign may
be connected to, and any expense incidental thereto shall be paid by the owner of the
building or property on which it is located.

(Ord. 63-97. Passed 4-21-97.)

(3) A Lorain City Building Official may cause the removal of any sign, summarily
and without notice, which is not capable of being electrically illuminated that is in violation
of Section 1191.05.

(Ord. 174-03. Passed 12-1-03.)

1191.15 APPEALS,

It is the intent of this chapter that all questions of inferpretation and enforcement shall first be presented to the
City Electrician, and that such questions shall be presented to the Zoning Board of Appeals upon appeal from the
decision of the City Electrician, and that such recourse from the decisions of the Board shall be to the courts as
provided by law. The procedures for deciding such questions shall be as stated in Chapter 1217 except the term
"City Electrician" shall be substituted for the term "Building Inspector”.

(Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-83.)

1191.99 PENALTY.

Any person who violates this chapter or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall be fined not more than
five hundred dollars ($500.00) and, in addition, all costs and expenses involved in the case. Each day such violation
continues after expiration of the grace period stated in a vielation notice shall be considered a separate offense. The
owner, lessee, agent, or other person who commits, participates in, assists in or maintains such violation may each
be found guilty of a separate offense and suffer the penalties herein provided. Nothing contained herein shall
prevent the City from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violations.

{Ord. 186-85. Passed 12-16-85.)
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