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NOTICE OF INTENT TO PROCEED
To all interested citizens, organizations, and government agencies
Lorain – Black River Restoration
CS390532-0019

The attached Limited Environmental Review Plan Addendum describes a minor change to
the referenced project presented after it received a final Finding of No Significant Impact.
We have reviewed the proposed change and conclude it should not result in significant
adverse environmental impacts. More information can be obtained by contacting the
person named at the end of the Plan Addendum.
Upon issuance of this determination, the project may proceed without being subject to
further environmental review or public comment, unless information is provided which
determines that environmental conditions for the proposed work have changed
significantly.

This change to the description of the project is not a substantial change and does not alter
our conclusion that significant environmental impacts will not result from the project.
Sincerely,

Jerry Rouch, Assistant Chief
Division of Environmental & Financial Assistance
Office of Financial Assistance
JR

LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PLAN ADDENDUM
Project Identification
ARRA Project:
GLRI Project:
WPCLF No.:
Entity:

Black River Restoration, The Black River Area of Concern:
Reclamation Site Restoration

The Black River Area of Concern: Reclamation Site Restoration
CS390532-0019

Lorain
200 W. Erie Ave
Lorain, Ohio 44052

This Plan Addendum to the “City of Lorain- Black River Restoration and Finding of No
Significant Impact” released on December 30, 2009 describes proposed additional restoration
work that advances the same ecological goals which were part of the original project scope.
This Addendum updates the description of work that City has developed for the project site.
Background
In 2009, the City of Lorain received $6,300,000 in American Revitalization and Recovery
Act (ARRA) funding as 100% Principal Forgiveness Assistance, a loan which doesn’t
require repayment, from the Ohio EPA for the Black River Restoration project in Lorain
County, Ohio. In March 2010, an Environmental Covenant (EC) was recorded on the former
steel mill site, and subsequent restoration activities occurred, reaching completion in 2013.
During restoration, any areas that appeared to have been contaminated by previous
industrial activity were avoided during restoration work, leaving potentially undesirable
byproducts within the covenanted area (see Figures 1-3).

Identified as an Area of Concern (AOC) under the Great Lakes Quality Agreement due to
Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI), the project site contains a segment of the Black River
mainstem, a tributary of Lake Erie, which is designated as Warmwater Habitat (WWH)
Aquatic Life Use (ALU) under Ohio’s Water Quality Standards. With the same goal of
advancing the Black River’s AOC delisting, the City was awarded a $15,000,000 Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grant in 2015 by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) for remediation and restoration activities along the Black River. The last
remaining project as part of the grant’s action list for the AOC, the “Reclamation Site
Restoration” project will improve water quality and habitat conditions, thus limiting the
site’s contribution to BUIs including the degradation of fish and wildlife populations,
aesthetics, benthos, and loss of fish and wildlife habitat.
Proposed Project Summary
With the goal of improving water quality, habitat, and biota in the River, the proposed
restoration activities will occur within and adjacent to the covenanted area. These include;
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grading existing slag piles and other fill materials away from aquatic resources,
placing subsoil and topsoil on these materials as cover, thus reducing erosion and
potentially-contaminated runoff,
revegetating the covered areas with native grasses and woody plantings for added
stabilization.

While the Covenant generally prohibits Earth Moving, Land Surface and Drainage
Alterations, the proposed activities are consistent with its intent of restoring, maintaining
and protecting, in perpetuity, the site’s Conservation Values. By helping ensure that clean
runoff enters the site’s floodplain wetlands, the Black River, and an unnamed tributary, the
proposed activities will improve water quality, thus enhancing the site’s aquatic resources.
Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Project
Prior to any ground disturbing activities, it is anticipated that the City will obtain Section
404 approval from the US Army Corps of Engineers under Nationwide Permit 27 for
aquatic habitat restoration, enhancement, and establishment activities.

With standard environmental protection notes and measures in the construction contract
to ensure tree clearing occurs in accordance with seasonal restrictions to avoid affecting
the federally-endangered Indiana bat or federally-threatened northern long-eared bat,
there is very little possibility of adversely affecting important environmental features or
species. Construction presents no environmental impacts beyond those described in the
December 30, 2009 Limited Environmental Review (LER) Plan.

Native seed and woody vegetation will be installed along the restored riparian to provide
habitat and establish permanent sediment and erosion controls. Following restoration, the
site will continue to be managed for invasive species in accordance with the January 2010
Restoration and Protection Plan.

To protect the Covenant area during construction, sequencing restrictions have been
placed on the contractor to limit the amount of material that can be disturbed at any given
time prior to stabilization. Limits vary from 100 linear feet to 200 linear feet, depending on
the area within the overall project site.
Public Participation
The City will place a notice of availability of this Limited Environmental Review Plan
Addendum decision and Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) for comment on their
website. As part of the State Environmental Review Process, Ohio EPA’s Division of
Environmental and Financial Assistance will post the LER and FNSI to its webpage located
at http://epa.ohio.gov/defa/ofa.aspx (“WPCLF Documents for Review and Comment”).

Conclusion
The project is expected to be completed by September 2019. All work must comply with all
local, state, and federal agencies' laws, rules, regulations, and permits; therefore, based on
our most recent project review findings and compliance with the requirements noted
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above, construction presents no environmental impacts beyond those described in the
December 30, 2009 LER.
Contact info
For further information, please contact:

Angela Adkins, Environmental Specialist II
Ohio EPA, Office of Financial Assistance
Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance
Environmental Planning- WRRSP Unit
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049
(614) 644-3651
Angela.adkins@epa.ohio.gov
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Background Data Source: Lorain County Aerial Orthophotograph,
0.5-Foot Resolution, April 2015.

BLACK RIVER AREA OF CONCERN:
RECLAMATION SITE
RESTORATION PROJECT
CITY OF LORAIN

OVERALL SITE MAP
Page 4

Í

JANUARY 2019

0

FIGURE 1
300

600

Feet

Technical Memorandum
City of Lorain
LBRAOC Project – Reclamation Site Covenant
February 21, 2019

Figure 2: View to northeast of slag piles within the eastern covenant area (2-22-18)

Figure 3: View to northwest of slag piles within the eastern covenant area (2-22-18)
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